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from Prome, where the enemy stopped their pursuit, their atten-
tion having been diverted by the movements of tlie other detach-
ments.

Major Evans, having moved out on the night of the 15th,
fell in with the enemy's picquets at daybreak on the following
morning. After driving them back, he advanced to an opening
in the jungle, when he was checked by a very heavy fire from
a strong stockade, by which his leading company was almost
annihilated, and severe casualties sustained by the other com-
panies. Firing in the direction of Colonel MacdowalPs column had
been heard early in the morning, but as there was no sign of
' their co-operation, and as the enemy were too strong for one
battalion to attack, Major Evans also retreated. The enemy
pursued for about three miles and harassed the rear, but the regi-
ment successfully effected its retreat in good order. In this column,
as in Colonel Macdowall's, many of the wounded had to be left
behind, the dooly-bearers having, at the beginning of the retreat,
thrown down their loads and bolted into the jungle.

The 38th Regiment under Colonel Smith reached Wet-ti-gan
about 12 o'clock on the 16th, and then fell in with what
appeared to be the rear of the enemy, at this time in pursuit of
the main body of the British. The Burmese fled on the appearance
of this corps, but the firing having ceased and no traces of the
other two columns being visible, Colonel Smith also retired on
Prome.

Our total loss in this affair was Colonel Macdowall and fifty-three
rank and file killed, thirteen officers wounded, of whom one, Lieu-
tenant Ranken, subsequently died, and 150 rank and file wounded
or missing. Our defeat was, at the time, attributed to ignorance of
the enemy's strength, as, instead of 2,000 or 3,000 men, as expected,
Major Evans estimated those opposed to him to be not less than
5,000, while those engaged by the main division, under Colonel
Brook, were reckoned at between 10,000 and 12,000. It would
appear, however, that had some method of communication between
the columns been arranged, the expedition would, despite the num-
ber of Burmese, have had a very different result. The ultimate
consequences of this disaster were not unfavourable, as it encouraged
the Burman Generals in the high opinion of their own power, and